


Hisrorically, the multicultural murals,

located on the first floor of the Wisconsin
Union’s Memorial Union building,
contribute one more piece to the
Union’s tradition of artistic expression

of various cultures.

That expression began with the Indian
Pipe of Peace, the Wisconsin Union’s
emblem, as noted in its constitution

and painted on the second floor ceiling.

It includes the Germanic murals of the
Rathskeller and Stiftskeller as well as the
Paul Bunyan murals. It is now strengthened
with the richness of the ulticultural murals
depicting Asian Americans, Chicanos,
Puerto Ricans, African Americans, Native

Americans and Anglo Americans.

The multicultural murals add to the
tradition of muralism at the Memorial
Union and make significant contributions
to the Wisconsin Union’s art collection.
Together the murals convey a message

of unity through diversity and are
constant, stirring reminders of the
Union’s role as a gathering place

for all members of the

University community.
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From a Vision

to a Reality

Enthusiasm for the idea of a multicultural mural
swelled within students involved at the Wiscon-
sin Union in 1993. Sensing the urgency for a
lasting representation of students of color at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison, and specifi-
cally at the Wisconsin Union, students secured
support for the idea of a mural from Union
Council, the governing board of the Wisconsin
Union. They then formed the Multicultural
Mural Committee.

Student representatives of the Wisconsin Union
and the Interim Multicultural Center com-
prised the committee, providing the energy and
enthusiasm to ensure an accurate representation
of students of color both within the mural
planning process and in the murals themselves.

Students obtained the necessary funds and
support from the Memorial Union Building
Association, the Anonymous Fund, the Associ-
ated Students of Madison, the Multicultural
Council and the Latin American & Iberian
Studies Program.

The commitment of the students on the
Multicultural Mural Committee was sustained
for three years. From securing a location for the
murals and writing grants to fund the project

to conducting a national search for an artist,
making suggestions of content for the murals and
planning the dedication of the murals in March
1996, the students provided the driving force.

Muralist Leo Tanguma was selected as artist
because he best captured the committee’s vision
with his jewel-like tones, artistic philosophy and
creative process of interacting with the members
of the community who would come to “own” the
murals he created.

Vibrant with color and storytelling imagery,

the murals portray historical events and specific
individuals from various ethnic groups whose lives
have served as inspirational models for students at
UW-Madison. The murals do not dismiss the
honest truth of the often painful contributions
made by these people to the United States, but
emphasize their courage.































