Union Council Meeting
Minutes
October 23, 2025
Present:
Isabelle Bubnick
Heewone Lim
Adeline Wood 
Tess Purin
Mark Guthier
Luke Waldhuetter
Steve Schaffer
Jason Stephens 
TJ Sargent
Christina Olstad
Sam Bass
Bill Swanson
Landis Varughese 
Susan Dibbell

Guests: 
Danielle Brzezinski 
Renee Piccard 
Anvika Annyapu 
Caroline Donati 

Meeting called to order at 5:30 p.m. Started meeting with group photo. 
Motion: Tess moved approval of the September 25, 2025, meeting minutes. Sam seconded the motion.  September Meeting Minutes were approved. 
Land Acknowledgement read by Adeline. 
Open Forum
No speakers. 
Union Advisory Boards
· Sustainability- Tess said that they had their first meeting and went over different sustainability issues they want to discuss. Presentation by Goodie Bag on a potential partnership. Working to help decrease food waste. 
· Dining & Hospitality- Isabelle stated that they had their first meeting and have a good mix in the committee members. Will be discussing Union South, Sett Rec food options. Also looking at the menu at Carte, as it’s not meeting revenue targets. 
· Budget Review – Adeline shared that they have had two meetings . They reviewed the proposed seg fee budget, which had good discussion/debate. They successfully voted on the Union seg fee request, which will come to December Union Council meeting. 
· Social Education- Heewone shared they had their first meeting and reviewed the Union South revitalization plan that was made last year. They had some good ideas on how to increase traffic at Union South. At their next meeting they will be reviewing leadership position descriptions. 
Action Items & Updates
· Union Catering Policy Change: Susan went over the changes to the Wisconsin Union Catering policy UW-2045.  No major changes. Removed fees, charges and deadlines, as they change on an annual basis. Those will then be on the catering web pages. Catering and Event staff were involved with revisions and the Leadership Team approved the changes.   
· Motion: approve the changes to the Union Catering Policy. Landis first. Luke second. Unanimously approved. Motion passed. 
· Union Membership Policy Change Susan then described the changes/updates to the Membership Policy UW-2064. Another case of consolidation and cleaning up language. They went back and reviewed membership categories. TJ did compare and match it up with the constitution and bylaws. 
· Motion: approve the changes to the Union Membership Policy. Landis first. Luke second. Unanimously approved. Motion passed.
· Directorate Introduction: Adeline introduced this year’s Directorate and three members were present at the meeting, including Caroline, Anvika, and Renee. They introduced themselves and shared what they are excited for this year. Adeline shared a summary of events that took place in September, which was over 40 different events. 
Alternative Breaks Director: Presley Zemberi
Art Director: Olivia Marks
Cuisine Director: Nandani Anantha
Distinguished Lecture Series Director: Omar Shahin
Film Director: Emma Weishaar
Games Director: Safyr Barlow
Global Connections Director: Anvika Annyapu
Hoofer Council President: Luke Waldhuetter
Music Director: Renee Picard
Performing Arts Director: Jordan Waters
Literary Arts Director: Sophie Reader
Society and Politics Director: Caroline Donati
WUD Wellness Director: Jenna Auth
· Veterans Day Celebration and 100th Anniversary Groundbreaking Celebration. The Union will be celebrating both Veterans Day and the Union’s 100th Anniversary of groundbreaking of Memorial Union, on November 11th.  All members of Union Council are invited to attend.  
Officer Reports
· President- Adeline – she shared that things have been going well. They have been very busy with events, 40 alone in September. WUD was in the Homecoming Parade. 
· VP of Internal Relations- Heewone – just finished midsemester check-ins with the Directors. They are currently planning their winter retreat and leadership day. 
· VP of External Relations- Isabelle – WUD campaign is out. They are working to get stories to go along with it. 
· VP of Resources and Operations- Tess – also reiterated the number of events they have been doing lately, with great attendance. And working on even more great programming. 
· Secretary Update- Mark shared that they are working on Phase II of the Tong Family Marina at Memorial Union. They are using donor money for the design phase, hoping to start Winter of 2026. The Well opened at Union South, a space for students wanting an environment free from alcohol and other substances. Wiscard access to the space.  Fraternities and sororities are now required to have anti-hazing programming. 
· Treasurers Update- Susan shared that this weekend is the last weekend the chairs will be out on the Terrace. Financially the Union budget is off to a good start. Naan Stop at Union South is doing well. Programming at the Sett will have a game watch for Women’s Volleyball Sunday. The Sett was painted red this Summer, to go with it being the home for Badger sports. Union South is open until 10pm 7 days a week. There will be bowling leagues in the Sett, that will run for 4 weeks. Next week Thanksgiving To Go program goes on sale. 
· Hoofers: Luke shared that this was the first year they went to the Homecoming parade Working on getting first year students more engaged. Hoping to do a wellness week close to finals. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

